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LEARNING JESUS IS THE WAY.
Hi, my name is Norman Allen. Please allow me to share my
testimony, how Jesus was the only way for me. How the
power of God the Son and the Holy Ghost transformed my
life. Until you make peace with who you are, you’ll never be
content with what you have. I am the 7th child out of 11. I
come from a family with great morals and values instilled from
generations.
How could I end up in prison time after time after time?
Money, sex, lies, and drugs became a way of life until I lost a
wife, jobs, and family due to years of drug abuse. My definition
of a drug addict is a person who would do anything to anybody
for any reason given the right circumstance. Hey, there I go
again. The cycle seems to never stop. I knew God in ways that
if I got hurt or in trouble I would call on Him or when I would
take His name in vain. When things got out of control, it was
easy for me to call on Jesus, never knowing the power in the
Name. Did I hold myself accountable for what I knew about
Jesus? No way. So I kept using drugs, kept stealing to support
my habit and trying my best to lose my freedom. I was told if
I didn’t change my direction I would likely end up where I was
headed. Take a guess where I ended. Yes, back in prison.
In the world there are only 2 tragedies…one is getting what one
wants and the other is getting it. I got what I was looking for in
more ways than I wanted or planned for. Where is Jesus? Well
in prison I started going to church and met Jesus. Yes I did. I
couldn’t believe what I was hearing from other inmates. You
see I did not mention that I came from a generation of men and
women of God. I did not learn anything because Jesus was not
real to me. So I repeated my past, lost another wife, another
job, and this time a son who was sentenced to 30 yrs. God I
am so sorry. I got into trouble again and when the police officer
put the hand cuffs on me I cried out ABBA Father. He looked
at me and said, “What was that?” I said I’m calling on God and
let me tell you, it worked and God answered me. I got into
Bibles studies in the county jail and God moved in my behalf in
court. The judge and the states attorney did not want to send
me to prison but because of my record, they had no choice. In
Statesville I only had a Bible to read and believe me, I read it.
One night in my cell a nurse came by (make a note I never saw
her but this one time). She told me that she had been to hell
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and knew the devil and she looked in his book and my name
was not in it. I was blown away. It still blows me away when
I share it. As my stay at Statesville ended my bit in Pontiac
began. Oh God, another maximum joint. God can always take
something bad (in our minds) and turn it to something good,
according to His purpose. Well in Pontiac I stayed the course
and stayed committed and convicted in my heart to know
Jesus for myself and was filled with the Holy Ghost. Things
changed for me in such a way I started to feel again and love
again. Jesus became real and I fell in love with Him. GLORY
TO GOD!
As my time was coming to an end “incarceration” I knew I
had to take another route. I knew I could not leave prison
and do what I had always done. I searched somewhere to
go, to try something I never did. I heard this name, Jesus is
the way. Believe me when I heard it, it kept speaking to me,
Jesus is the way, Jesus is the way. So I contacted them, got the
information and prayed hard about what I should do. I asked
others involved in my life. One night at Bible study I asked a
volunteer to pray with me about coming here. He said, “What’s
the name of the place?” I said Jesus is the way. He said,
“What?” I said Jesus is the way. He said, “I am on the Board.”
There, John Henderson, my mind was made up. I was in John’s
Bible study over a year. I loved what he taught and Nancy, the
director, helped get me here. Thank you Jesus! I am here at
Jesus Is the Way and I am observing, participating, and learning
that Jesus is the way. Since being here I have learned what it is
to have a servant’s heart. I have met men and women of God
who live for Jesus and demonstrate it by the love, compassion,
and teaching of my Savior. I never met Jesse Mathes but I have
met his wife and daughter. What a gift they are. Here at the
ministry we learn the best way out is always through. There is
no wrong turns, only wrong thinking on the turns our life has
taken.
I love being around men and women who have a purpose
and know that purpose is Jesus Christ. I am truly blessed
to be here. “Napoleon said a man becomes a creature of his
uniform.”
I am not a convict. I am a man of God molded in His image.
Thank you Jesus Is the Way Ministry for helping me discover
who I am in Christ.

Bowling with the Residents

The Residents visit
Hardy’s Reindeer Ranch
in Rantoul

Ministry Needs
Toilet Tissue
Kleenex
Hand Sanitizer
Full Size Pick-up Truck
with hitch

I’m Thankful
There is nothing like a good friend
To tell your troubles to.
Someone to open up with,
Someone to talk you through,
The highs; the lows,
The everyday struggles,
Someone who knows,
Your every quirk and flaw,
Someone who understands your ways,
And still loves you.
Thank You Jesus for being the best
friend of all!

We received the letter below with
a request for toys for his children this Christmas:
Hello Jesus is the Way Prison Ministry,
I truly would like to thank you for thinking of my children and
family. You all have my blessing to keep doing what you all are
doing and I would like to ask you all a request to pray for my
family and my wife, she’s been the strong one of our family.
Please ask the Father to keep her close in His blessing and grace
and love always!
Yours Truly,
Mr. Robinson
Thank you all for your love.

Miracle of Christmas Program 2014
This is an outreach to children in need
It’s ALL about the LOVE of JESUS...HE is the Reason for the Season!
TOY DRIVES will be hosted at various area churches
Sunday November 9th - Sunday, December 7th
TOY DROP OFF at Jesus is the Way Prison Ministry’s Outreach Center in Rantoul, IL
Friday, Dec 12th 9:00am - approximately 1:00pm
TOY WRAPPING at Jesus is the Way Prison Ministry’s Outreach Center in Rantoul, IL
Saturday, December 13th 9:00am - approximately 12:00pm
TOY DISTRIBUTION at Jesus is the Way Prison Ministry’s Outreach Center in Rantoul, IL
Saturday, December 13th 2:00pm - approximately 5:00pm
For more details and information, please contact
Brenda at (217) 892-4044 or Brenda@jesusisthewayprisonministries.org
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New Beginnings
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