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2015 is starting with new plans and new goals 
and very cold weather (What can I expect living in 
Illinois) but God is still the same yesterday, today, 
and forever.  I look forward to being part of Jesus 
Is the Way Prison Ministry again this New Year and 
am anxious to see what God has planned for the 
ministry.

My main goal for this year as always is that Jesus Is 
the Way staff, volunteers, monthly supporters, and 
residents work in unity and love being the more 
important of the two.  (Matt. 5:44-45—But I say unto 
you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do 
good to them that hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefully use you, and persecute you; That you may 
be the children of your Father which is in heaven: for 
he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sendeth rain on the just and the unjust.)  If we as 
a truly united group reach out in love to the lost 
(especially those incarcerated) they can tell we are 
truly interested in them.  There is a saying that you 
can’t con a con and that is very true.  They can tell 
whether we are sincere or not.

One of my main goals for me personally is to attend 
church more regularly than I did in 2014, improve 
my private time spent in prayer and studying the 
Word of God, and after these two things I will be 
able to reach out more in the love of God (Prov. 
10:12—Hatred stirreth up strifes: BUT LOVE 
COVERETH ALL SINS.) to those that are hurting 
and letting them know that I am committed to 
helping them to be the best they can be.  So many of 
our residents have not had love and encouragement 
that they can do what is good and succeed; they 
have only been told they are no good, won’t amount 
to anything, and at times they are stupid and 
unreachable or unchangeable.

I would like to say thank you to everyone who 
helped financially, volunteering of your time and 
talents, and praying for JITW.  I personally would 
ask that everyone pray and consider becoming a 
monthly financial partner (it doesn’t have to be a 
large donation because little is much when God 
is in it).  The smallest gift I know that has been 
given to the ministry is one shiny dime given by an 
inmate.  I would like to have more churches to be 
actively involved in the ministry.  If not financially, 
then volunteers to take on the needs for repairing, 
painting, landscaping, etc.   These buildings are 
old and are always in need of repairing something.  
Speaking of repairing, Richard Harris and John 
Henderson have spent many, many, many hours no 
matter the time (day or night) of coming when called 
to fix something that had to be done right then.

God bless all of you in 2015,

Edith Mathes
Co-Founder

I am looking forward to this New Year for several 
reasons.  The most important for me is the 
enthusiasm that I have about my decision to return 
to college.  It is my goal to obtain my bachelor’s 
degree by the spring of 2016.  After that I plan to 
further my career in social work.  Before coming to 
work at Jesus is the Way Prison Ministry, I worked at 
Restoration Urban Ministries in Champaign and also 
have worked many years in the medical field where I 
served many people in need.  I have come to realize 
that I am the happiest when I am serving others.  I 
feel God’s spirit directing me and showing me his 
will for my life.

Kathy Mayberry



FROM THE STAFF: 

For Your Information
Jesus is the Way’s annual banquet is

August 28, 2015
Stay tuned for more information!
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Case Manager

Louis & Daniel (JITW residents) participating in 
Vineyard Church’s LOVE YOUR COMMUNITY project passing 

out donuts on Christmas Eve & sharing Jesus’ LOVE...



Jesus is the Way’s “Miracle of Christmas”
Thank you to ALL that helped with Jesus is the Way’s 2014 Miracle of Christmas; together we were able to share 
with 125 children in 49 families the true meaning of Christmas.  On December 30th, we received a letter from 
an inmate at Decatur Correctional Center with a request of gifts for her two little girls and GLORY TO GOD, we 
were able to meet that need as well; the grandfather came and picked the gifts up that same day; he said, “the 
girls would be so happy to receive whatever the gifts were as they would be coming from their mom”, PRE-
CIOUS MOMENTS witnessed.  This brings our total to 50 families and 127 children touched by the LOVE of 
JESUS for the 2014 program – GOD IS GOOD! Again, we say, THANK YOU for helping Jesus is the Way. 

NEEDS
Dish Soap

Toilet Bowl Cleaner
Extra Large Trash Bags
Brillo/Steel Wool Pads

Toilet Paper
Winter Ice Melt

Laundry Soap
Pine-sol Cleaner

Kitchen Trash Bags
Paper Towels

Cleaning Supplies
Pick-up Truck with Hitch
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OFFICE: (217) 892-4044
FAX: (217) 892-5995
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OFFICE HOURS:
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Jesus is the Way 
Residents 

Celebrating Christmas 
with some of the staff, 
volunteers and board 

members.


