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My name is Jeffrey Cox. I am forty-six years of age.
This is my testimony.
I came from a family of a mother, a father, two
older sisters, and two older brothers. I was the
youngest child. I was a shy kid who stayed around
my mother all the time. I was shy because kids
teased me all the time because I was darker than
the average kid. I would always tell my mother I
wish I was light-skinned because the kids teased
me so much. When I was six or seven years old the
kids would call me names like Dark Vader. There
would be a lot of them laughing at me. I remember
the old saying sticks and stones may hurt your
bones but words would never hurt; that’s not true,
words do hurt. I did not like myself. I went through
that until I was about seventeen or eighteen years
old.
I thought if I joined a gang, people would not mess
with me. I then dropped out of school and started
drinking alcohol. I liked the way it made me feel. It
gave me courage. I remember when I was drinking
if somebody said something about me or tried to
mess with me I would fight them or say something
back to them to hurt their feelings. The alcohol
gave me the courage I did not have. I became
violent when I was drinking. I built a pretty big
reputation as a fighter in the neighborhood. It got
to the point people did not want to see me coming.
I started drinking more and more until I would pass
out. I was about thirty years old when I got into a
fight while drinking and some guys hit me with a
bat. I lost my left eye. I got out of the hospital and
the first thing I did was to get some alcohol. You
would have thought that would have been enough
to stop my drinking but it didn’t. I started drinking
so much more that I started blacking out. I got so
drunk one day I got into a fight, blacked out, and
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the police woke me up in my car.
They took me to jail. I ended up going to prison
for five years at fifty percent for aggravated battery.
While I was in prison, my cell mate and I started
talking about what we had been through and
what landed us in prison. He told me after we got
through talking that God loves me. I laid in my
bed and thought about what he said. I woke up for
breakfast the next morning and he told me to get a
request slip that morning so he can put in for Bible
studies for me. I started going three times a week.
The Christians were very nice to me. I was used to
people being up to no good so it took some time
getting used to. I liked the feeling. I went to Bible
study for two years.
It was almost time for me to parole. I asked a
Christian if he knew about any halfway houses I
could go to because I did not want to go back to
Chicago. He gave me a list full of them. I chose
Jesus Is the Way Prison Ministries in Rantoul. I
wrote them and they told me I could come to the
program. I am very grateful for the program. They
have anger management and relapse prevention
classes. I get to work on my spirituality. I can recite
thirty-nine books of the Old Testament. I enjoy
the peace that I’ve got. They are teaching me how
to get outside myself. I went to Urbana, Illinois to
help a program called Books 2 Prisoners. I went
to Champaign to help the Salvation Army feed the
homeless. Jesus Is the Way Prison Ministry has
some form of Bible study every day. I am learning
today that it is not all about me but about other
people.
In the future I plan to live for the Lord, do His will,
and learn how to be a better prayer plus tell people
that God loves them.

Lovin’ Life Celebration Banquet
August 28, 2015 at 6:00 PM
Doors open at 5:30 PM

Fluid Event Center
New Location!

					
Please RSVP @ 217-892-4044

601 N Country Fair Dr.
Champaign, IL. 61821

This banquet is to celebrate the changes being made by the Gospel of Jesus Christ through Jesus is
the Way Prison Ministry. Our ministry consists of two parts; 1) ministering in the male & female
housing units of the jails and prisons and 2) the aftercare outreach. Our ultimate goal is to bring
people to Jesus while training and empowering them to become productive and responsible citizens
in our communities. Our aftercare currently serves the male population. This banquet helps us in
supporting the mission of our ministry.
We will have a wonderful meal prepared by Nelson’s Catering. Our guest speaker for the evening
will be Pete Leonard, Founder of I Have a Bean in Wheaton IL. Pete has a great testimony of what
God has done in his life and how he is being used to further God’s kingdom. We are excited about
what Pete will be sharing with us and are sure you don’t want to miss it!

Stay Tuned for More Information!
Needs for Resident Rooms

Basic Needs

14- Small lamps
14- Small trash cans
14- Small alarm clocks
14- Twin Sheet sets
14- Lightweight blankets (twin)
14- Standard Pillows
7- Toilet bowl brushes
7- Shower Curtains

Copy Paper
Toilet Paper
Paper Towels
Disposable Razors
Toilet Bowl Cleaner
Laundry Soap
Dish Soap
Window Cleaner
Bleach

We currently have 7 rooms
available with 2 beds in each room.

Feeling led to reach out to those who are incarcerated? BUT don’t want to go into the jail/prison
in person! YOU CAN BECOME A MENTOR BY MAIL ☺
Many inmates are already Christians, some are new Christians and there are unsaved inmates
who are in need of that someone to show them how to be born again BUT they ALL need
encouragement and prayer! Matthew 9:37 “Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly
is plenteous, but the labourers are few;” Most of the inmates we minister to are lonesome from
lack of correspondence. They are sometimes deserted by their families when they become
incarcerated.
If you would like more information or want to begin volunteering as a mentor please contact
Brenda at Brenda@jesusistheprisonministries.org or 217-892-4044.

To the right is just
one of many letters
we have requesting
correspondence.
This letter is from
a male inmate
in Pickneyville
Correctional Center.
One of JITW’s
rules is that when
we are pairing up
our mentors with
inmates we have
men mentor men
and women mentor
women.
GOD BLESS YOU
as you prayerfully
consider this special
opportunity!
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Celebrating Eric Young’s Baptism

Eric Y. A resident of NBAC right before his
baptism at Christian Life Church.

Myra, James and Nada cooked a
wonderful meal for Eric and the staff to
celebrate Eric’s baptism.

Kathryn Scott and Eric with his new
“Raised to Life” t-shirt.

Edith Mathes, Daniel S. and Brenda Krile
relaxing after the meal.

Curtis, Timothy, and Joe all graduates of
NBAC fellowshipping together.

Raymond (graduate) and Jeffrey (current
resident) after lunch.

