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Growing up as a child I had two loving parents’ 
five brothers and two sisters.  I was active and liked 
playing sports from grade school to Jr. High was 
alright as you get older you start to see things that is 
curious to you in high school, to be cool everyone 
was smoking cigarettes, so one day I went to the 
restroom and one of my buddy’s said, do you want 
one?  Boy I’ll never forget the first time that I took 
a puff, man was I dizzy.  Along with the sports we 
would have (Quarter Parties).  By me saying this 
you know I’ve been around, (Ha,Ha).  That’s when 
I started smoking marijuana so you know what 
that led to, drinking, staying out late at this time 
I’m not getting into trouble just doing regular things 
that a person does at a early age.  I finished school 
in 1974.  I then went into the work force at many 
different places and then I began drinking and using 
drugs even more.  I was going to clubs and that’s 
when my drug usage took a turn that looked like 
it would never end.  Because now I had good jobs, 
good money, and as time goes on I’m getting laid off, 
this job and that job.  I’ve never been fired off of a 
job, but now I need to have an income to keep up 
with the things I am used too.

So I have many friends that are making fast money, 
fast cars and women, so now instead of me staying 
focused on the job life I turn to the streets, man I’m 
pulling money, driving, and slick women galore.  I 
thought I was living the dream until I was introduced 
to heavy drugs-cocaine, heroin.  This is crazy!  Now 
I got started I went to hotel with this young lady.  
First time ever was powder cocaine and my life has 
had ups and downs, ever since.  Think about I never 
came to Department of Corrections until I was 35 
yrs. old.  I have been down four times.  I tried, I 
really tried to quit on my own.  I’m not trying to 

make myself look good.  There were things I did 
and some things I didn’t do as an addict, but I kept 
praying Lord please take first cigarettes, drugs, and 
the life style that I was living.  See I didn’t know that 
if you pray God will answer your prayer.  I received 
a ten year sentence from 2011 to 2015.  I had to do 
five years.  I started in IL. River Correctional Center 
and I ended up in Sheridan Correctional Center 
where there was a Bible study on Saturdays; called 
Jesus is the Way, taught by John Henderson.  Little 
did I know this was my prayer being answered.  I 
began to take to John.  I remember very clearly what 
John says- What is so important to gain the whole 
world and lose your soul.  This stuck with me every 
time I would see John, and every Saturday he would 
invite anyone to accept Christ.  As I accepted Christ, 
I began to see a change in my life.  The desires I 
had for the street, lustful thinking, the things I ask 
Christ to remove was Gone!  Then John was telling 
us about Jesus is the Way in Rantoul, IL.  I came to 
Jesus is the Way in November 2015.  I have never 
been in a place that Christ is here and the love that 
the staff will show you, Dennis, Scott, Sister Edith, 
Sister Brenda, Sister Vicki, Sister Kathy.  I encourage 
anyone that wants to continue your life with Christ, 
I encourage you to come to Jesus is the Way; (You 
need to understand this facility is about Christ).  If 
any other reason that you are coming I wish that you 
wouldn’t.  This is a place of Christ, people trying to 
change their lives.  They help you most anything 
that you need, clothing, food, Id’s.  In closing if you 
are looking at this letter that God has brought me 
out of darkness into the marvelous light.

May God bless and keep you.

David



Wise Men Still Seek Him
Wise men still seek the Savior.
They seek the One who died at Calvary.
Wise men still bow before Him;
The One who died upon the old rugged tree.

Wise men follow on the path He leads them,
Knowing His paths lead to a better land.
Wise men simply trust in His promises.
Upon His Word they learn to stand.

We must seek, each day, to know Him better.
In His presence is fullness of joy and peace.
We have a King who lives forever.
He gives love, to the world, which shall never 
cease.

Jo Ann Kelly © 2004
J.P.’ s Inspirations

For unto us a child 
is born, unto us a 

son is given: and the 
government shall be 

upon his shoulder: and 
his name shall be called 
Wonderful, Counsellor, 

The mighty God, The 
everlasting Father, The 

Prince of Peace.

Isaiah 9:6

Staff Christmas Party



MINISTRY NEEDS
Major Project:

Parking lot repave...

One Time Items:
Twin Beds (Frames/Mattresses/Box Springs)

Fans (for resident’s rooms)
Lamps (for resident’s rooms)

Bath mats / Non-skid rugs (for resident’s 
rooms)

Small Trash Cans (for resident’s rooms)
Locked Display Case (for office area)

On Going Items:
Toilet paper

Paper towels
Kleenex

Laundry soap
Dish Detergent

Spiral Notebooks
3 Ring Folders

On Going Items: 
Bible tabs

Pocket folders
Highlighters
Bath towels
Wash cloths

Twin sheet sets
Men’s hygiene products: 

Toothpaste
Toothbrushes

Deodorant
Body Wash

Bar Soap
Shampoo

Razors
Shaving Cream
Men’s Clothing

 T-Shirts 3x & 4x
Boxers 3x & 4x

Sweat Pants 2x & 3x
Shoes Sizes 13-14

“Miracle of Christmas”
The pictures below are of the toys that were donated this year for the children of inmates.  

Look for the total of children served in next month’s newsletter.
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Merry Christmas!
Thank You for all of your support in 2015

From the staff of Jesus is the Way Prison Ministry

Edith   Dennis   Scott   Don
Kathy   Brenda   Vicki   Bob


