April 2016
Let me start by telling you a little bit about myself. I
am 31 years old. I was born and raised in the streets
of Danville, IL. And from a pretty young age I made
a career out of selling drugs, and running the streets.
And because of how I was raised, it seemed normal
for me to live this way. My mother made a living by
sleeping around for money so she could support her
cocaine habit. My father made his living selling and
trafficking drugs. He was in and out of jail quite a
bit. He also spent a lot of time molding me into what
he considered to be a man. Fighting, drugs, running
from the cops, and taking on challenges head on was
a way of life for me.
By the time I was in middle school, I knew the ins
and outs of the drug game. I started off by stealing
small quantities of marijuana from my dad, and
selling it after school. I was the only 13 year old in
my neighborhood that had bags of weed for sale.
And as far as I was concerned business was good.
My dad ended up having to go to prison for a while.
The next thing I knew, I was in and out of foster
homes and group homes. My mom was too wrapped
up in her addiction to care for me. It wasn’t too long
after that when I found myself in a juvenile detention
center for a weapons charge. Since then, I have been
in the Illinois Department of Corrections, (prison)
on three separate occasions, went to county jail, (and
only God knows how many times), and that isn’t
including all the rest of the trouble I got myself into
as a minor. Needless to say, I had made a name for
myself as a hustler and a fighter. By the time I was
23 years old I was involved in the manufacturing and
distribution of Meth. And my life just got crazier
from there.
My Walk with Jesus started in 2013. I never really
believed in God before that, and never really put
much thought into being a Christian. One night after
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a particularly long day, I had my first “conversation”
with God. He showed me a way for a better life, and
that way was through Him. I took this conversation
with God very seriously. He showed me all the
different ways He had been looking over me, even
when I was living in sin. I ended up moving away
from Danville so I could start getting my life together.
I started calling different churches. I wasn’t looking
for any money or handouts. All I wanted was to
learn more about God, and how I could make a
major change in my life. A couple of weeks later I
met a Pastor, and I became a member of his church
and soon after he led me to the Lord. I became very
involved in the church, and made a very drastic
change in the way I lived my life. But, there is no
rest for the wicked, and the devil didn’t give up.
After living for the Lord for almost a year, (with a few
minor back slides), I found myself back in Danville
and up to my old ways. Soon after that, I was back
in jail and facing quite a bit of prison time. But God
kept His hand on me, and He delivered me from the
most serious of my charges, and in the end I only had
to serve a couple of years.
While I was in prison, a lady I met through the
church sent me some information about a place
called Jesus is the Way Prison Ministry. After some
thought and prayer, I made the conclusion that
this is where God wanted me to be. And He made
the arrangements for me to go. I am now an active
participant in the Jesus is the Way Aftercare program,
and continuing my walk with Jesus. Jesus is the
Way Prison Ministry was and is a blessing to any
person that wants to further their relationship with
Christ, and learn more about God’s will for their life.
Through salvation there is hope.
God bless,						
S. Harper

2016 Volunteer Training
On April 2, 2016 we held a volunteer training.
The morning session was for those who volunteer in the jails and prisons.
We also had an afternoon training for those who volunteer with the residents in the aftercare program.
We thank God for all of our volunteers, you are a huge blessing to Jesus is the Way Prison Ministry!

Jesus is the Way Prison Ministry is always looking for volunteers to go into
the jails and prisons as well as here at the ministry property in Rantoul.
Our buildings are older and in need of repair from time to time. If you are handy with construction, painting,
plumbing, electrical, etc. please let us know.
The men cook for themselves, so they are always happy to get a break or receive a meal or dessert they wouldn’t
normally make themselves.
The men welcome visitors and often appreciate a time to work on social skills. Bring a small group for a one time Bible
study, bring a movie to watch and discuss, or fellowship while playing a game of pool at our pool table; all are pleasant
events the men can look forward to.
The residents are asked not to work for at least the first 5 months as we want to build a strong spiritual foundation
prior to going off into society 40 hours a week on their own. Therefore it is a real joy for the men to have someone giving
them a gift of a few hours off-site to treat them to a cup of coffee; go to a batting cage, community event, etc.
It is imperative to call ahead to schedule a time.

SAVE
THE DATE!
Celebration Banquet
August 26, 2016
6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Doors open at 5:30 pm
Fluid Event Center
601 N. Country Fair Dr., Champaign, IL 61821
Stayed tuned for more information!
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<- BANQUET ->
Jesus Is The Way Needs
Dish Soap

Bottled Water

Cleaning Supplies (Comet, Windex,

Small Microwave

All-Purpose...)

Coffee Maker, Filters, Coffee, Creamer

Men’s Disposable Razors

Electric Stapler

Aleve Pain Tablets

Computer (Windows 8 or newer)
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Jesus is the Way Prison Ministry was honored
to share this month at Full Gospel Christian
Fellowship in Paxton with Pastor Terry Cooper
and at Dewey Community Church with Rev.
Mike Roberts. We are grateful for every
opportunity to share our mission and goals
with others in the community. God bless these
congregations for having such loving and
supporting hearts.
Call 217-892-4044
to schedule a time for us to come and share
with your church or group.

