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My name is Robert Cook. I was born in Danville, 
IL.  on November 27th 1980. I had a great 
childhood, was raised by a good mother and 
Christian Aunts and Grandparents. My father 
wasn’t in my life when I was growing up and I 
think that affected me somewhat as a child but in 
the long run I wouldn’t have wanted him to raise 
me, he turned out to have several problems of his 
own.

I have one brother and when we were younger 
my mother married a guy who had five kids of 
his own so for several years there were seven of 
us in one house. My brother got along great with 
them; he was talented and smart so he fit in, in any 
crowd.  Me, not so much.   When I was younger 
I was always picked on and left out of all the 
different activities us kids did, so I isolated myself 
and continued this for years after. My Mom got a 
divorce several years later and things got better, 
but little did I know I was already on a path of 
destruction and chaos.

I was drinking and using drugs by the age of 13.  I 
was failing school and always getting in trouble. I 
got bullied and picked on all throughout  school, so 
I continued to rebel and fight every chance I could.

When I was 16 years old, I got caught with a gun 
at my middle school; I wasn’t going to hurt anyone 
with the gun, I just figured if I had it, that  the 
bullies would leave me alone. Well people sure 
left me alone because I was expelled and charged 
with having a gun as a minor. I got three years’ 
probation and of course I violated the probation 
and eventually went to DOC (Department of 
Corrections).

I was released and continued to drink and use 

drugs.  My criminal behavior got worse and worse 
until I lost everything I owned and my family didn’t 
want me around because they couldn’t trust me.

I was sentenced to prison for four years in 2006 
for drugs, and I continued to live a gang and 
criminal lifestyle for several years in prison and out 
of prison.  I managed to stay out of prison for ten 
years after my first incarceration. I wish I could say 
it’s because I changed my life but that wasn’t the 
case at all, I just didn’t get caught.

My last run-in with the law was August 2014 
when I was sentenced to four years on another 
drug charge. That’s when I decided to get sober 
and change my life. I can’t say it’s been easy for me 
because it hasn’t. I have struggled for two years 
being sober and in recovery and now I’m out of 
prison and trying to live a normal life. I struggle 
everyday with my faith but I know God has 
brought me to Jesus is the Way to learn more about 
Him and to guide me in the right direction. I know 
God has a plan for me and I’ve changed my life and 
still remain sober to do His will.





To the right is a photo image from one of our 
ministry’s Mentors by Mail program volunteers; her 
name is Nicole Maust.  Nicole called Jesus is the 
Way Prison Ministry to find out about becoming 
a volunteer because she wanted to give back to 
the ministry that had touched her life so many 
years ago.  The image is a copy of Nicole’s baptism 
testimony preparation sheet dated May 30, 1996, 
her parents found this when they were going 
through some paperwork.  We pray God’s continued 
blessing for Nicole as she continues to be used for 
God’s glory.  This goes to show that when you plant 
a seed, it gets nourished and a harvest is reaped…  

GOD IS SO GOOD!

MENTOR’S BY MAIL

RESIDENT NEEDS
Q-TIPS

NAIL CLIPPERS

COFFEE

UNSCENTED BODY LOTION

TRASH BAGS 13 GAL OR LARGER

BLEACH

OVEN CLEANER

FABRIC SOFTNER DRYER SHEETS

QUART OR GALLON SIZE ZIPLOCK BAGS

MINISTRY NEEDS
2-Muscle Rack 4-shelf 

steel storage racks
60”H x 36”W x 18”D

FOR OUR 
BLESSING ROOM
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Last month “This is it Furniture” in Champaign and the Champaign Park District 
teamed up to break the current Guinness Book of World Records for Human 
Mattress Dominoes.  The mattresses were then given to homeless shelters in the 
area.  Jesus is the Way Prison Ministry received 12 of those mattresses.  They were 
delivered to us by Hickory River Smokehouse from Urbana.


